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The Example of Herta Miiller, A Nobel Literature Prize Author,
in The Relationship of Tourism and Literature

Yiiksel GURSOY*

ABSTRACT

Together with intersection of tourism with literature, a scientific branch (an art branch) literary tourism takes place. Literary
tourism covers the travels made to the places, in which authors were born, they lived, studied, wrote their works; spaces, in which
scenes take place, places that are related to the characters in their works or destinations famous due to literal figures.

Those making this kind of travels are called literary tourists. This atticle deals with the literal spaces and areas, where the
scenes in the novels of Herta Miiller, 2009 Nobel Literature Prize winner, Romania origin German citizen, take place. Herta
Miiller was born in Nitzkydorf village, Banat Region of where Germans densely live, in 1953. His birth day and birth of place are
two important elements forming his life and art. While his grandfather was a rich merchant and farmer, due to the fact that
communist regime nationalizes everything and that his father is alcoholic, his family and he himself lived in poverty. His
childhood and youth years passed in a village of 400 homes, where everybody knows each other and German language (Sualya
dialect) is spoken. In this village, the farmers, many craftsmen, and workers working in the factories in the city were living. Miiller
does not well remembers his childhood years at all and describes them as sad young years.

The author mostly tells the period of communist regime in Romania in the leadership of Nicolai Ceausescu and the end of
that period i.e. riot in December 1989.

Through literal works, a city or country can become a tourism center. Authors and poets, who are destination creators,
bringing distinction and identity in a city or country, can make it a brand city of world tourism market. In the article, the novels of
Herta Miiller in the relationship of tourism literature will be scrutinized. The article consists of four sections. The first section will
give information about the telationship of tourism-literature; the second section, about Nobel Literature Prize and Herta Miiller;
the third section, about Romania Tourism; and the fourth section, about literal spaces in the novels of Herta Miller. The result
coming to forefront in the study is that following that Herta Miiller wins, Romania has begun to become an important literal
tourism center.
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Turizm ve Edebiyat Iligkisinde
Edebiyat Nobel Odiillii Yazar Herta Miiller Ornegi

oz

Turizm, edebiyat bilim dali ile kesismesi ile birlikte edebiyat turizmi meydana gelmektedir. Edebiyat Turizmi; yazarlarin
dogdugu, yasadigi, okudugu, eserlerini kaleme aldigi yerlere, olaylarin gectigi mekanlara, eserlerindeki karakterlerle baglantilt
yerlere ya da edebi figiirlerden dolayt meshur hale gelmis destinasyonlara yapilan seyahatleri kapsamaktadir. Bu seyahatlere
cikanlara da edebiyat turistleri denilmektedir.

Bu makale 2009 yilinda Edebiyat Nobel Odiilii alan Romanya asilli Alman vatandagt Herta Miiller’in romanlarindaki olaylarin
gectigi edebi mekan ve alanlari ele almaktadir. Herta Miller 1953 yilinda Almanlarin yogun olarak yasadiklart Romanya’nin Banat
bélgesinin Nitzkydorf kdyiinde dogmustur. Dogum tarihi ve dogum yeri, hayatint ve sanatt bicimleyen iki dev unsurdur. Dedesi
biyiik ve zengin bir ciftci ve tiiccar iken komiinizmin her seyi devletlestirmesi ve babasinin asir1 alkol almast nedeniyle ailesi ve
kendisi yokluk icersinde bir hayat stirmistiir. Cocukluk ve ilk genglik yillar1 herkesin birbirini tanidigs, yaklasik 400 hanenin
yasadigl ve Almancanin (Suabya sivesinin) konusuldugu bir kéyde gegmistir. Bu kéyde sadece ciftciler, birkag zanaatkar ve schir
fabrikalarinda galisan isciler yastyordu. Muller cocukluk yillarint hi¢ de iyi hatirlamaz ve onlart act genglik yillart diye tanimlar.

Yazar romanlarinda daha ¢ok Nikolay Cavuseksu’un liderliginde Romanya’nin komiinist dénemini ve o dénem sonunu yani
Aralik 1989 yilindaki ihtilalt anlatmaktadir.

Edebi eserler araciligtyla bir kent ya da tilke bir turizm merkezi haline gelebilmektedir. Destinasyon yaraticilart olan yazar ve
sairler bir kent ya da tlkeye farklilik ve kimlik kazandirarak, diinya turizm piyasasinin marka kenti haline getirebilir. Makalede
Turizm Edebiyat iliskisinde Herta Miiller’in romanlatt irdelenecektir. Makale d6rt boliimden olusmaktadir; birinci bélim Tutizm
Edebiyat iliskisi, ikinci boliim Edebiyat Nobel Odiilii ve Herta Miiller, tigiincii bélim Romanya Turizmi ve dérdiincii bélim
Herta Miiller’in romanlarinda edebi mekanlar hakkinda bilgiler verilecektir. Calismadan 6ne ¢tkan sonug¢ Herta Miiller’in Nobel
odili almasi ile Romanya énemli bir edebiyat turizm destinasyonu olmaya baslamistir.
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1. Introduction

The economic, social, cultural and political effects tourism creates and the role it plays in especially
international economic and political relationships increases and gains great importance. Not only
developed countries but also developing countries like Romania take important share from tourism
actions. Tourism is a sector creating great employment possibilities. Across the world, nearly 300 million
people and 1 out of 11 employees are employed in tourism sector. Until the year 2026, it is foreseen that
the number of employees in tourism sector reaches 370 million and 1 of every 9 employees is from the
tourism sector and, in the next 10 years, the average growth in sector is expected to be reach 4% (Anon,
turizmgazetesi 2016). In this context, in every place of the world, the importance given to tourism
increases. In the proceeding process, the differences in tourism tendencies take place and the new places
and new sorts of tourism attract attention of the people. When we look at tourism history, it is seen that
European and European Union countries at the present time have a tourism center. The counties sending
the most tourist and attracting the most tourist are in Continental Europe. European countries have a
structure, which play the most important role in the development of world tourism, and give direction
wortld tourism. According to compilation made from 2007 data of United Nation World Tourism
Organization (UNWTO), 1 billion 322 million people visited another country. About 42% of the visitors
preferred 10 countries in the last year (Table 1). The country attracting the most visitor in the last year
became France with 88.9 million people. This country was followed by Spain with 82.2 million and with
US ,72.9 million. 59.3 million tourists visited China and 57.8 million tourists visited Italy. Turkey, with
39.9 million of foreign visitors, became the sixth country of the world attracting the most foreign tourist.
It was followed by Mexico with 39.3 million tourists; United Kingdom, with 38.7 million tourists;
Germany, with 38.6 million tourists. Thailand is the tenth country of the world attracting the most tourist
with 34.7 million. 5 out of 10 leading tourism countries of the world are the member of European Union.

Table 1: The Most Visited 10 Countries in the Year 2017 (Million Tourists)
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Reference: Anon, Hurriyet 2018.

Literature has begun together with that people learn to use word. Shortly, it dates to the days as old as
history of humanity. Although literature is as old as history of humanity, that tourism emerges at the
present times goes to 18% century, when industrial revolution became fact and transportation possibilities
developed together with it. The relationship of literature-tourism may have begun eatlier but we can say
that it mostly became intense and clear in Europe after 18" century .The relationship of literature and
tourism is two directional. The first is the factors forming tourism-based literature and the second is the
factors forming literature based tourism. In this study, we will deal with the factors literature based
tourism.
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Figure 1: Two Directional Relationship of Literature and Tourism

Within literal works, tourism, tourism unavoidably emerges. Description of elements belonging to East
goes to ancient period. In ancient age, mythology that emerges as a result of that the gods are imagined in
the form of human being and that natural events are personalized form the ground of Greek describing
art. Most of these descriptions consist of gods, goddess, and hero (Temir, 2009; 1). In emergence of
literal works, out of nature, social and cultural structures have begun to take place in time. In literal works,
spaces forming have become the focus of the literal tourists. For describing the spaces very well, author
has to know that place very well. Together with the growth of the cities, the cities take place more in literal
works. Some cities and countries stand out with their authors. In this context, we can give some examples
from world literature: Marcel Proust, Victor Hugo and Paris, Franz Kafka and Prag, Thomas Mann and
Libeck, Albert Camus and Cezayer, Giinther Grass and Danzig, Heinrich B6ll and Kéln, Orhan Veli,
Yahya Kemal, Orhan Pamuk and Istanbul, Herta Miiller and Romania (Ozdemir, 2009; 39).

There are many sorts of literal works. e.g. poem, lament, mesnevi, elegy, novel, story, tale, essay,
biography, article, criticism, memory, humor. In addition, there are some livid works we can follow by
listening and watching. e.g. theater, musical, opera, movie, serial, and concert. That literature and tourism
are intertwined and affect each other form the reason for the study. The aim of the study is to reveal the
example of Herta Miiller in the relationship of literature-tourism, almost not studied on it at all. Literature
makes many contributions to the tourism area. Especially novels are the most important resources cinema
utilizes literature. To give an example from Turkey, 72. Kogus is adapted from the work of Orhan Kemal
with the same name; Gélgesizler, Hasan Ali Toptas; Agir Roman, Metin Kacan; Yaprak Doékimi, Resat
Nuri Guntekin;Hababam Sinufi, Rifat Ilgaz. Thanks to strong abstractionism ability of authors, literature
reaches to its real sense, take the reader to its own wotld, and unveils his/her feelings. Thanks to the dual
partnership between tourism and literature; tourism helps author expenses reduce, while literature brings
tourist by publicizing. That tourism organizations utilize the literature in this meaning will take place more
among the tactics of planning and marketing tourism policy of today and future.

2. The Relationship of Literature and Tourism

Literature is a branch of art, which aims to tell through word and writing the thoughts, emotions,
events, and images in a way that they will stir the interest and nice feelings in the people. Literal works
include all of written and verbal works that are linguistic products. From this aspect, a newspaper and
every kind of writing from tourism news to the sort of story, novel, essay, and column possessing art value
are deemed literal work. What the authors and poets deal with and process in the works they reveal forms
the subject of literature. Literature is neither true nor wrong. Author gets around between image and fact
and drives the reader from the fact to the realm of imaginary. Literature cannot keep away from the other
scientific branches; otherwise, it is impossible for it to develop. Literature is intertwined with [the sciences]
especially history, religion, geography, economy, politics, psychology, and sociology. In fact, there are
relationships and intersections with all scientific branches. Nowadays, due to the fact that technology
develops, and people become a part of capitalism, materiality more stood out and caused feelings to
disappear. However, desensitization has begun but literature will help the feelings keep and remind.
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There is a relationship between literature and tourism. As Ozdemir said, literature can cause the
functions such as “publicity, advertisement, promotion, forming new tourists, motivating individual to
travel, determination of travel routes, and forming and developing culture tourism”. Reading mostly
engenders traveling. But the reader may not notice this. Overlapping of the suitability of reader’s financial
conditions and his/her free time may cause a travel.

Literal works, especially travel writings, can create a strong image, combining style and esthetic ability
and destination attraction. These images can attract readers to the mentioned destinations. To give an
example, a set of Harry Potter novels, written in 1997 by J.K. Rowling, British author, obtained a
worldwide extraordinary success and passed to the history of literature with the sales figure it caught.
Although the subject of novel and most of spaces are fantastic, theme park, where Hogwarts Castel, which
is the principal space that becomes legendary of series of the film Harry Potter, built in Universal Studios
in Los Angeles, and replicas of some spaces taking place in series take place, was built.
(www.haberturk.com) Harry Potter novels gave rise to a sector exceeding the value of $ 25 billion in 21
years (Haberturk, 2017). It is seen that the relationship of literature and tourism.

Literal Tourist

Figure 2: Model of Literature Tourism Relationship

That the spaces such as mansion, castle, palace, and bridge; squares; cities; and geographical elements
such as stream, river, lake, and mountain taking place and becoming legendary in the literal works leads to
firstly inquire interest on the reader and, following this, to the travels. In the studies carried out, it can be
said that touristic interest to the spaces taking place in the literal works, films, and series that becomes
popular in the recent time has increased (Kigiik, 2017)). In the literal works, most authors reflect their
respective political views and ideologies. The tree novels of Herta Miller reflecting the social and political
turmoil of the period when he lives, titled “Der Fuchs war damals schon der Jiger / Fox was Hunter in
That Time ”, “Herztier / Animal Heart ” and “Heute wire ich mir lieber nicht begegnet / I Would Not
Like to Meet Myself Today” can be given as an example. Ceausescu’s communist regime in Romania, one
of the main problems, almost take place in his all novels. In fact, these three novels is a triplet criticizing
Romania Ceausescu regime. In these novels, systematic follow and pressure, that the friendship and love
undergo to betrayal in a communist regime, communist dictatorship regime that come to bad end, and a
collapsed society are processed (Giirsoy, 2013; 20).The spaces, in which the themes considered in
literature take place, can even be a geography, in which the broad and deep appearance such as a village
city, country, or region can be told, beginning from a house . In world literature, there are works, in which
only a city, a nature, an architectural work are described. In this context, in the selection of touristic
destination, the literal wotks become determinant for reader. Beside this, the theme of literal works, the
square and space, where the theme passes can lead new touristic destinations to form.

Since literal activities are cultural activities independently causes a tourism action. Book introductions,
autograph sessions of author and cemetery visits of authors cause literal tourists from different places,
near or away, to travel.
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3. Nobel Literature Prize and Herta Miiller

Nobel Literature Prizes have been distributed since 1901. Nobel Literature Prize is evaluated by a
committee of three people selected by Sweden Parliament. Nobel Prize consists of a medal, a certificate,
and EUR 200,000 in cash, and this prize is accepted the most important prize of the world. Winning this
prize is very important for publicity of a country. Until now, 112 people were deserved to receiving Nobel
Prize. When regarded to the distribution of 112 people to the countries, as seen in Table 2, the country
winning the most Nobel Prize is France with 14 prizes and it is followed by United Kingdom with 11
prizes; USA, 11; Germany, 8; Sweden, 8; Spain and Italy, 6; and the other countries. As seen in Table 1,
when we regard to the ranking of top 10 countries attracting the most tourist, a similarity is seen. In the
other 6 countries except for Sweden, tables overlap.

Table 2: Distribution of Nobel Literature Price According to Countries
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Reference: Anon wikipedia. 2018.

Herta Miiller was born in Nitzkydorf village, Banat Region of where Germans densely live, in 1953.
His birth day and birth of place are two important elements forming his life and art. While his grandfather
was a rich merchant and farmer, due to the fact that communist regime nationalizes everything and that
his father is alcoholic, his family and he himself lived in poverty. His childhood and youth years passed in
a village of 400 homes, where everybody knows each other and German language (Sualya dialect) is
spoken. In this village, the farmers, many craftsmen, and workers working in the factories in the city were
living. Muller does not well remembers his childhood years at all and describes them as sad young years.
His family, in general, did not let him to play with the other children. He was obliged to continuously herd
cattle, slaughter chicken, and help her mother. He never became a child and grew like an adult. This
affected him so much that when he makes feedbacks in his works, he generally tells about childhood
years. “When my grandfather died, I stayed in house near him for only one night. I went back to large city
next day. They could say to me “you can still a little more, I took holiday time off for two days...”.
(Miiller, 1997; 89) My mother raised from her table and, frowning down, although there is bread and knife
next to her plate, she cut bread for him and herself. We, grandfather and I, ourselves had to slice up our
bread .” (Miiller, 1997; 88)

Since high school is in Timisoara, he had to study in a boarding school. Although he often missed his
village and family, his family did not want him to come to the village or did not let to him. When he
arrived to Timisoara, he was 15 years old. Since official language in the city is Romanian, he was obliged to
learn this language as well. University education year in Timisoara coincides to the years of cold war. He
heavily experienced the terror of Romania secret police (Securitate) after Romania Communist regime this
life engaged him over his lifetime: Miller tells ordeal of German minority in Europe after second word
war and their undergoing to pressure even though they are citizens of those countries sent to exile and
working camps in his novels. Muller is representative of intellectuals undergoing to unhappiness of finding
selfness in the most lively and worst years of Germany —Romanian history. He is a member of German
minority, whose family lives in Germany. His father, like the other German men in Romania, fought in
Nazi Arm during 20 World War and earned his family’s keep as a truck driver. ‘Although they are
Romanian citizen, the men belonging to Germany minority enrolled to the Hitler’s army as voluntary
foreign German’ (Carlos, 2008).
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Miiller never forgave his father at all due to his participating in Fascist Hitler arm. This also reflects on
father character in his novels. He, rejecting to work with Securitate, secret police organization, said “I will
not make mistakes our fathers made . In 1945, his mother also was also sent to working camps in Soviet
Unions like 80,000 Romanian German and worked here for 5 years as captive worker. Let’s mention
about some points more about the place of Banat Region of Romania in the personality of Miiller: Herta
Miiller remained committed to Timisoara city, Banat region, and his village. But this commitment never
narrowed his horizon. Ethnologic cultural aspect of Banat region of Romania is quite more. Banat, in
which the different elements cohere, has an identity of a frontier zone. He deems Banat Region of
Romania his motherland in broad meaning. Although he does not known Romanian well, he himself
defines as a Romanian (Giirsoy, 2013; 16-19).

4. Romanian Tourism

The natural and historical beauties of Romania attracts millions of tourist to country, and these tourists
makes important contribution to the country economy. Tourism is the most dynamic and growing fast of
the country. According to World Travel and Tourism Council, Romania is the fourth countries growing
fastest in tourism area. Sector grew by 8% in annual average between the years 2007-2016. In 2008,
economic crisis beginning in USA and increasingly spreading over all over the word also negatively
affected Romanian tourism until the year 2011. In 2015, 5.8 million tourists arrived to the country and
this figure rose to 10.9 million in 2016.

Table 3: The Number of Tourist Arriving to Romania Between the Years 2005-2016 (Millon)
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Reference: Statista. 2018

According to the data published by Romanian Statistics Institute (INS), accommodation times of the
domestic and foreign tourists were declared as average 2.4 days. 85.4 % of the tourists arrived from EU
member countries, and Romania attracted the most tourists from Hungary, Bulgaria, Germany, Italy,
Poland, and Austria. The tourists coming from abroad mostly choose Romania for the sea, historical
space, and nature tourism. In addition, institute reported that the number of Romanians going abroad for
touristic aim reached 6.8 million people with an increase of 4.7%. According to 2017 Report of European
Office of Statistics, tourism provided an income of € 850 million to the country economy in 2010 and
tourism income rose to € 1542 million in 2016 (Eurostat, 2018).

5. Literal Spaces in the Novel of Herta Miiller

Herta Miller completed his High School and University in Timisoara. In his novels, the events takes
place in Timisoara city, in which he generally lives and which he knows very well: for example, the school,
where he teaches temporally; factory, where he works as a translator; squares, where protest actions are
made; the houses and neighborhoods, where the people live unhealthily; in-city tramway trips, Nitzdorf
village, where his family; and Timish river, where in-city environmental pollution is intense. Timisoara is a
city on the west side of Romania , and it is center of the province Timis. Timisoara, which is the third
largest city, is an important center of Romania as social, economic, and cultural. Timisoara is divided into
three regions. First is “Cetate (Fortress) Region”, called City Center. The second is “Factory (Fabric)
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Region”, in which the urban economy runs and a number of factory and house left takes place. The third
is “Tosefin Region”, in which the people mostly live. Liberty Square is the oldest square of the city and the
largest one of in-Fortress. Following Liberty Square, Victory Square and Union Square are of the most
important areas of the city. Historical sub streets in inner part of fortress, riverbank, and very green patks
in city and Timish river, whose flows are regulated with channels attract attention. The part of 240 km of
Timish River flow through Romania. Its mouth is on the Danube River and, therefore, covers some part
of Black Sea water basin. Historical Teneshwar takes its name from this river; and marshy land that is
historically around this river was reaching the borders of this city. But with the investment made
beginning from the early 18% century, most of marshes were eliminated; this river and “Bega River” were
channelized and Timisoara city remained to 20 km north from the city. Timish River generally flow slowly
and follows a very sloped bed

The last significant event in Romania history is that the wick of protests beginning against Nicolai
Ceausescu, dictator president of Romania, on the date of December 21, 1989, was first fired in Timisoara
and spreads over all country.

6. Conclusion

In this study scrutinizing the relationship between tourism and literature, the areas, in which tourism is
affected from literature, were attempted to be realized. That the literal works are directed in such a way
that they will serve literal tourism gives important. In Romanian example, it was attempted to be revealed
that literature was effective on tourism. The emphasizes toward the cities, squares, areas, spaces, and rivers
in the works Herta Miller, Nobel Prize Author, writes stimulates touristic interest. A novel, story,
legendary, column, etc. read can proceed the reader, due to his/her interest, to the position of literal
tourist. The effect of literal works and Nobel Price, put on it, can be more effective than the publicities
made with large costs. When regarded to the counties attracting tourist all over the world, we see mostly
the countries winning Nobel Literature Prixes, i.e. in which literature culture develops, in the top ranks. It
is understood that this is not a coincidence. With using this power, the creation of competition in tourism
will become easier and tourism can spread to the spaces and times. As a conclusion, it was seen that
tourism could be strongly foster from literature. Literal tourism, although it incorporates a large potential,
is not interested in by tourism academics in Turkey. It is considered that this interaction, as in the world,
will also continue in our country, strengthening more.
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